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4Editorial

    ear Members,

This bulletin covers the many 
activities our Chamber has 
undertaken over the past four months, 

which were organized by our chamber 
alone or jointly with other foreign 
chambers in Slovakia. As regards the 
latter, the summer cocktail at Mazars 
offered an opportunity to network 
with French and Spanish companies 
and a very enjoyable atmosphere.

In this bulletin we pay specific 
attention to logistics, a key driver 
of our businesses. As usual, we also 
provide updates on legislation – there 
is a lot to be followed these days. A 
number of amendments are soon 
to be passed that will affect us all: 
amendments to the Labour Code, the 
VAT law and the public procurement 
law. In almost all cases, we consult 

with our colleagues from other 
chambers with regard to submitting 
comments to amendments. If there 
are any topics of specific interest to 
you, please do not hesitate to contact 
us and share your views, so we can 
forward them to the responsible 
authorities.

See you soon!

Emile Roest
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Event Plan
    September – December 2012 

15/09/2012

SPORTS DAY  

WITH FOREIGN CHAMBERS 

OF COMMERCE

19/09/2012
BACK TO WORK
 – BUSINESS COCKTAIL 

21/09/2012  

BUSINESS BREAKFAST: 
UNFAIR TRADE 
PRACTICES

31/10/2012 

SEMINAR WITH 
THE ROYAL 
NETHERLANDS 
EMBASSY ON CSR

10/11/2012

8th ANNUAL 

CHARITY GALA 

DINNER 2012

27/09/2012  

5th HR & LEGAL 

SEMINAR

22/11/2012 

6th HR & LEGAL SEMINAR

06/12/2012 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2012

05/10/2012 

CHAMCHAM 
GOLF 
TOURNAMENT

11/10/2012

MUSSELS & FRIES

 EVENING
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Transportation & Logistics 2030: 
Securing the Supply Chain

S       upply chains must be secured 
against all forms of man-made and 
natural disruption. This certainly isn’t a 
new revelation. Hundreds of years ago, 
commercial shipping was threatened by 
pirates and buccaneers like Anne Bonny, 
Sir Francis Drake and Klaus Störtebeker, 
and so transport ships were equipped 
with cannons and crews ready to do 
battle. Today, piracy as a ‘business model’ 
is enjoying a remarkable renaissance. 
This is just one of the many threats facing 
international logistics.

What is the best way to guarantee 
security – advanced technology, 
security audits or something else? Do 
these measures lead to huge extra costs 
and a slow-down of transport? Our 
study “Transportation & Logistics 
2030” addresses these questions.

The world is becoming smaller. The 
supply chains of today’s companies have 
become globalised due to increasing 
efficiency in transport and logistics. 90 
percent of all global trade flows through 
just 39 bottleneck regions. All prognoses 
indicate that global trade will increase 
in the future and especially so in these 
so-called gateway regions. But the world 
is still a dangerous place: since our global 
economy is strongly dependent on 
certain hubs, a terrorist attack on just one 
of them would have a devastating effect.

Logistics hubs and gateway regions 
are one concern. As just one example, 
14.8% of containerised and air freight 
traffic moves through the Hong Kong - 
Shenzhen freight cluster, so a disabling 
attack here would have a huge impact. 
Because logistics hubs drive economic 
activity, attacks could also threaten 
economic stability.

Chokepoints, i.e. geographic features 
such as narrow straits, valleys or bridges, 
represent additional potential weak 
points. Disrupting traffic through the 
Panama Canal, Suez Canal or the Strait 
of Malacca, for example, would slow 
freight flows significantly.

What should transportation and 
logistics companies focus on to 
secure their supply chains?

Ensuring sEcurE passagE

We believe that transportation and 
logistics companies will need to 
take security concerns into account 
when choosing transport routes. 
They will need to take a close look 
at how dependent their business 
is on particular logistics hubs or 
chokepoints and then assess how they 
can reduce the impact of threats to 
particular locations. Transportation and 
logistics companies will also need to 
be prepared to respond quickly if risk 
levels change. 

Supply chain managers across all 
industries will need to take into account 
higher transport costs, longer travel 
times and potential problems regarding 

Pavel Dvornák

Prepared by our member: 

No supply chain 
will ever be  
100 percent secure  
– but better
technology and 
well-trained people 
can make a big 
difference.“
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meeting schedules when alternative 
transport routes are used. Even without 
disruptions, more security will mean 
longer transport times. This could have 
a far-reaching impact. In some cases 
business models based on time-critical 
deliveries may be squeezed out of the 
market.

KEEping cybErspacE safE

The transportation and logistics 
industry already relies heavily on 
Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) and this reliance is 
likely to increase. Virtual threats need 
to be taken just as seriously as physical 
ones. Indeed, we believe that cyber 
attacks designed to create physical 
damage will be an increasing threat 
for the transportation and logistics 
industry. Greater investment to secure 
technologies from cyber attacks will 
be absolutely vital. Data will be at 
risk too and privacy concerns are 
unlikely to go away, so we believe the 
need for greater security will become 
paramount.

invEsting in a morE 
sEcurE futurE

Does all this emphasis on improving 
security measures mean profits 
will decline? Not necessarily. Well-
planned security investments provide 
a payback not only in terms of loss 
prevention, but also by enhancing 
supply chain performance.

Planning ahead is also critical in other 
ways. W hen it comes to security, 
it is especially important to look 
at future scenarios and manage 
security proactively. Reacting to crisis 
situations is not enough. Companies 
have to find the right combination of 
preventive and reactive measures to 
achieve the optimal level of supply 
chain security.

We believe that companies need 
to consider the possible, not just 
the probable. Executives should 
keep an eye on so-called wildcard 
events too. That means looking at 
possible financial impacts, the relative 
vulnerability of their business model 
and their company’s ability to react to 
low-probability, high-impact events.

strictEr standards and 
thE nEEd to taKE thE 
lEad

Although they won’t need to go it 
completely alone, transportation and 
logistics companies shouldn’t expect 
government to pick up the slack. We 
believe that governments will not 
take a leading role in executing supply 
chain security, although they will 
continue to regulate security measures. 
Transportation and logistics companies 
will need to work together with 
governmental institutions to develop 
new security standards that are not only 
effective, but also efficient.

We believe that security audits along 
the entire supply chain will become 
a requirement to maintain effective 
levels of security. But even with stricter 
standards and better technology, no 
supply chain will ever be 100 percent 
secure. Technology can help increase 
security, but people are needed too, to 
provide human intelligence and good 
governance.

Supply chain security is challenging, but 
there are opportunities too. Companies 
that are able to develop flexible, agile 
systems that can respond quickly and 
appropriately to crises – and avoid 
threats where possible – will have a 
competitive advantage.

Pavel Dvornák
Senior manager, PwC

Source:  
Transportation & Logistics 2030, Volume 4:  
Securing the supply chain, a study by PwC
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Zero Tolerance
of  Damage

T
      

       NT’s number one Customer 
Experience priority for 2012 is to 
deliver shipments in perfect condition. 
The company has launched a special 
cross-functional initiative to achieve 
this goal. 

Every damaged shipment is a bad 
experience both for the sender and for 
the recipient. In addition to the obvious 
financial implications, the long term 
consequence is that it gives an express 
delivery provider a bad reputation and 
does nothing to help achieve a positive 
customer experience, which is so 
crucial in our industry.

cross functional 
approach
Every initiative implemented with the 
aim of creating a damage-free company 
has to be a cross-functional exercise. 
The cross-functional approach is 
crucial, right from the beginning, so 
that we all realise damaged goods are 
not simply an Operations problem. 
It is important to devise a general set 
of rules and new procedures that will 
improve the overall quality of the 
handling of consignments throughout 
their whole journey – i.e. from the 
initial customer order until the final 
delivery to the receiver. Every part 
of the company plays a vital role in 
this initiative - Operations, Sales and 

Marketing, Customer Service, and also 
Finance & Administration. A new way 
of working in all of these departments 
must be implemented across the whole 
company.

coopEration with 
customEr
The customer also plays a significant 
role. It is important to reduce the 
number of shipments that are not fit 
to travel at origin, the logic being that 
if shipments are properly packaged in 
the first place they stand a far greater 
chance of arriving undamaged at 
destination. This is why TNT has 
defined minimum requirements for 
shipments that are “Fit to Travel”, i.e. 

Dino Ajanović

Prepared by our member: 
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of  Damage
well prepared for the journey with TNT. 
Selected customers are visited by sales 
representatives and advised on how 
packaging can be improved.

cErtifiEd packaging
The best express delivery companies 
offer their customers certified packaging 
designed in line with the main transport 
requirements. This is usually available 
for free and companies should 
continually invest in its improvement. In 
May 2012 we introduced globally a new 
TNT packaging line designed to better 
protect shipments from damage. The 
newly redesigned items ensure higher 
resistance to damage due to innovative 
folding methods and stronger glue 
and provide increased security for 
customers’ goods as an alternative to 
their own packaging. 

nEtworK sEcurity
Another key factor for perfect delivery 
is network security. Companies can 
improve their transport security by 
adopting TAPA standards. TAPA 
- Transported Asset Protection 
Association - is an association of 
security professionals and related 
business partners from companies 
who have come together for the 
purpose of addressing emerging cargo 
security threats. TAPA has developed 
a worldwide Freight Security Standard 
(FSR) and a Trucking Security 
Standard (TSR) designed to ensure 
the safe and secure transit and storage 
of TAPA member’s assets worldwide. 
Globally, TNT is the first in the 
industry to be certified with Level 1 

TAPA accreditation within its TSR 
category. TNT Asia Road Network 
has recently been awarded a Level 1 
TAPA, the highest validation ever to be 
awarded to a truck company operating 
in Asia. By adopting TAPA standards, 
our customers – many of whom are 
TAPA members themselves who 
often conduct security audits - can be 
confident that we are employing the 
highest level of security standards for 
road transportation. TAPA certification 
helps to improve delivery transit times, 
asset visibility, on-time delivery, theft 

reduction in inventory management and 
ultimately, a higher level of customer 
confidence and loyalty. TNT Express 
in Slovakia achieved the highest level of 
TAPA accreditation in 2009.

Dino Ajanović 
General Manager of TNT Express  
in Slovakia

INSPIRING MEETINGS 
START WITH INSPIRING PLACES.
Make every meeting a success at Crowne Plaza Bratislava.
Bratislava's TOP conference hotel with 14 conference rooms over 1200 sqm.
State of art facilities, unparalleled personal service.
Central location, only 40 minutes drive from Vienna airport.

Crowne Plaza Bratislava, Hodzovo nam. 2, 816 25 Bratislava, Slovakia
E: btsha.conference@ihg.com  T: +421 2 5934 8111
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Current Cargo Transportation
in Slovakia

Prepared by our member: 

10

O

air shipmEnts routEs  
to/from slovaKia

          ne of the basic requirements of air 
cargo transportation is a connection 
by scheduled cargo airlines. Cargo 
airplanes provide sufficient capacity 
and offer cargo delivery from a 
sender to a recipient in 5 to 7 days. 
Slovak airports do not provide such 
connections, for this reason the 
proximity of Vienna Airport where 
such services – particularly to the Far 
East – are provided is a benefit for us. 
However, even this is not sufficient and 
for this reason we would also like to 

provide quality services to the U.S.A. 
and many other destinations outside 
of Europe; the main airport for this 
is Frankfurt and/or Luxembourg. A 
connection with Slovakia is provided 
by overnight trucking. A great 
advantage is the possibility to combine 
a direct airway connection with road 
transportation extending the overall 
transportation time by one day. There 
are daily flights and the transportation 
capacity is the maximum possible. After 
Slovakia joined the European Union, it 
became part of the single customs area 
and another benefit is the possibility of 
fiscal customs clearance of imported 
shipments either in Vienna or in 
Frankfurt, eliminating the need to pay 
VAT with customs duty.

For the reasons stated above, we see 
no economic sense in building cargo 
facilities in Slovakia as the distance of 
VIE from Bratislava is no longer an 
issue thanks to highway completion 
and any investments at Bratislava 
airport would represent both an 
economic and environmental burden, 
as with the extending city development 
activities Bratislava airport is close to 

the city limits. An interesting alternative 
to the above is the development of 
cargo transport at Budapest Airport, 
particularly the potential connection to 
the Eastern Slovakia market.

solutions for containEr 
transportation

As regards sea cargo transport, Slovakia 
is connected by scheduled complete 
container trains with German and Dutch 
ports on the Atlantic coast (transatlantic 
and far east connection) and also 
with Koper in Slovenia from where 
Mediterranean and Far East services 
are operated. The inland combined 
transportation is then handled from 
container terminals in Bratislava, Žilina, 
Košice and Dunajská Streda (new 
modern terminal - the largest in Central 
Europe).
For several years the Government has 
been putting forward the construction 
of state railway terminals from EU 
funds. However, the real need for such 
terminals is questionable as they would 
be a parallel to the functioning private 
system and with regard to the economic 
functioning of Slovak railways, it is likely 

Tibor Majzún
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that after completion their operation 
would generate a loss which would most 
likely be funded from taxes.  
 
Also the idea of building a broad-gauge 
railway providing transit through 
Slovakia to Austria seems like a solution 
to transport raw materials from Russia 
further west by railway (with possible 
subsequent transport westwards on 
the Danube) than a real alternative to 
container sea transport from China 

and South East Asia. The railway gauge 
in China is different from the Russian 
gauge and the industry is concentrated 
mainly in the delta of the Pearl River 
and Shanghai / Ningbo, increasing 
transportation costs and extending 
transit times. Another limiting factor is 
the capacity of trains compared to ships. 
A container train can transport about 
100 TEUs, a modern container ship 
14,000 TEUs, which is 140 times more.
Building a broad-gauge railway would 
definitely employ many construction 
companies, but in the present difficult 
global economic situation it is a project 
with very unclear prospects.

bratislava cargo port

Our company is not active in cargo 
transport on the Danube River, so I will 

only comment briefly on this issue: from 
the environmental point of view the use 
of the river is an imperative, however, 
at present the potential development of 
the Bratislava cargo port – similarly to 
the airport – is limited by its position 
inside the city and further development 
would result in an increased load 
on the already overloaded Prístavný 
Bridge. In accordance with the planned 
construction of the zero city bypass, the 
transfer of the Danube port seems to be 
a logical solution for the future.

Tibor Majzún
Managing Director
cargo-partner SR , s.r.o.



Legal Update
for May-August 2012

As of 1 September 2012, the Act 
on Special Charge on Business in 
Regulated Sectors will introduce a 
new temporary charge on corporate 
entities which generate at least 50% of 
their revenues from business activities in 
the following sectors: energy, insurance 
and re-insurance, public healthcare 
insurance, electronic communications, 
pharmaceutics and health care, postal 
services, railway transport, public water 
distribution and sewerage and air 
transport. Any such entity will have to 
pay the charge if it had a gross profit of 
at least EUR 3 million for the preceding 
accounting period or in the case of such 
entity which does not have such data 
available (e.g. a newly incorporated 
entity), if it estimates a gross profit of 
at least EUR 3 million for the given 
accounting period. The regulated entities 
which qualify for the charge based on the 
first test will have to notify the competent 
tax authority by 30 September 2012. The 
charge shall be paid monthly in the 
amount of 0.363% of the gross profit 
in excess of EUR 3 million attained 
in the preceding accounting period 
or estimated for the given accounting 
period (as applicable). This charge will 
be subject to annual reconciliation, 
based on the actual gross profit 

achieved. The charge must be paid for 
the first time in September 2012 and shall 
be applied until the end of 2013. Payment 
of the charge may not be a reason for 
an increase of the regulated price of the 
products.

In order to enhance tax enforcement and 
to avoid tax frauds, the Slovak parliament 
adopted an amendment to the 
Commercial Code concerning Slovak 
limited liability companies. Pursuant 
to the amendment, the effectiveness 
of the transfer of majority stakes (i.e. 
stakes controlling at least half of the votes 
in the company) will be subject to an 
approval by the relevant tax authority 
which will be issued provided that no 
party to the share purchase agreement 
has any outstanding tax liabilities 
exceeding EUR 170. This requirement 
will not apply to foreign persons. Also, a 
person with an outstanding tax liability 
(exceeding the EUR 170 tolerance) will 
not be allowed to incorporate a limited 
liability company. The amendment 
applies to all applications filed with the 
commercial register as of 1 October 
2012.

 Since 1 August 2012, price proposals 
or any other applications regarding 
the regulated price to be submitted 

to the Regulatory Office for Network 
Industries will have to be approved 
by the company’s general meetings 
or shareholders. However, this power 
may be transferred to the company’s 
statutory body (if approved by a 2/3 
majority of all shareholders’ votes). Thus, 
the government will reclaim a stronger 
position in creating price policies in 
large state-and-investor-owned energy 
companies with management controlled 
by investors.

The Slovak parliament adopted a new 
Energy Act implementing the directives 
of the EU’s third energy liberalisation 
package. The Act implements three 
models of the structural separation 
(unbundling) of the transmission 
from the production and the supply 
of gas. While the Act determines the 
ownership unbundling as a default 
model, it grants the government an 
option until 1 December 2012 to 
decide that one of the other unbundling 
models shall be implemented with 
regard to the gas transmission system 
operator (eustream, a.s.). Also, the 
Act strengthens consumer rights 
by allowing consumers to switch the 
electricity or gas supplier without any fees 
within three weeks, increases the extent 
of information provided to household 

Prepared by our member: 
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customers by electricity or gas suppliers 
and further introduces the right of 
household customers to withdraw from 
their supply contract if they do not agree 
with any unilateral change in gas prices 
or supply agreement terms. The Act shall 
come into effect on 1 September 2012.

With effect as of 1 September 2012, 
patients will be specifically advised in the 
drug information leaflet that they may 
report any suspicions of undesirable 
drug effects on their health not only to 
their doctors or pharmacists but also 
directly to the State Institute for Drug 
Control or to the health insurance 
company. The newly amended Act on 
Drugs should raise the level of supervision 
over the safety of human drugs.

The Ministry of Labour proposes 
changes to the Labour Code in 
order to strengthen the position of 
employees by re-introducing the 
entitlement to both severance payment 
and salary for a layoff period, not 
allowing any possibility for an extension 
of a probationary period, shortening the 
maximum period of temporary work 

contracts to two years in total, compared 
to the current three years in total, and 
strengthening the position of the trade 
unions. The Ministry of Labour proposes 
these changes to be effective as of January 
2013, while employers are asking for a 
delay at least until 2014.

Improvements to the infrastructure 
sector are planned to be introduced 
by the draft Intelligent Transport 
Systems Act as of 1 October 2012. 
Its aim is to procure the smooth flow of 
road traffic and to improve the safety and 
quality of transportation of freight and 
passengers by increasing information and 
communication technology and systems 
placed on roads or in cars. The new 
system should gather traffic information, 
make such information available to 
the public and facilitate the traffic 
information exchange within the EU. 

In line with the EU, UN, WTO and 
WCO proposals, the upcoming 
project of the “central electronic file” 
(centrálny elektronický priečinok) 
will ease the administrative burden 
on entities involved in international 

transportation of goods to, from and 
within Slovakia. Set to commence its 
operation in the first half of 2013, it will 
provide businesses with a unified point 
of contact where all issues associated 
with the international transportation of 
goods, such as payments of custom duty, 
issuance of permits and registrations 
will be handled. The main benefits 
will include reduced time in clearing 
transported goods (eliminating cargo 
delays and associated penalties) and the 
option for entrepreneurs to address all of 
their relevant agenda by electronic means.

As of 1 October 2012, certain 
categories of value added tax (VAT) 
registration applicants will be required 
to provide a cash deposit or a bank 
guarantee to secure the VAT payment 
to the tax authority in amounts ranging 
from EUR 1,000 to EUR 500,000 as set 
by the tax office. The above requirement 
shall in particular apply to taxable persons 
if their shareholders or directors have 
any outstanding VAT liabilities of at 
least EUR 1,000, or if their shareholders 
or directors are or were shareholders 
or directors in another company with 
outstanding VAT liabilities of at least 
EUR 1,000, or the VAT registration 
of any such company, shareholder or 
director was cancelled due to failure 
to comply with certain tax obligations. 
Also, a recipient of the goods or services 
supplied or to be supplied in Slovakia will 
have to pay the supplier’s VAT if it knew 
or, based on sufficient grounds, could 
or should have known that the supplier 
will not pay the VAT. An unreasonably 
low or high purchase price, without any 
economic justification, is considered a 
sufficient ground, among others.

Focus On
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 This Legal Update is intended merely to highlight some issues and is not of a comprehensive nature. It is for general and 
informative purposes only and is not designed to provide legal or other advice.
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NewsNetherlands-Czech
                        Chamber

News from the

ALBERT FOUNDATION

04/04/2012

Judita Urbánková from Ahold CR gave 
a talk on the work and activities of the 
Albert Foundation at the April Afternoon 
Tea meeting. 

BIKE TO WORK 2012

02/05/2012

The representatives of Auto*Mat and the 
Netherlands Embassy in Prague introduced 
the project “Bike to Work” at the May 
Afternoon Tea. Its goal is to encourage as 
many people as possible to use bikes for the 
commute to work and back. 

FLOWER POWER SPRING 
PARTY 2012

24/05/2012

We wished Ambassador Jan Henneman 
and Commercial Attache Ilse Smits 
farewell in the Žofín Garden. Members 
were informed about CSR activities and 
Mrs. Eliška Hašková Coolidge shared her 
experiences during her time working at the 
Secretariat of five US Presidents with us.

SHELL ECO-MARATHON

06/06/2012

At the June Afternoon Tea, Petr Šindler of 
Shell CR introduced a global competition 
for students to design, build and drive a 
vehicle that travels the furthest using the 
least amount of fuel.

2nd CRC VOLUNTEERING DAY

09/06/2012

TNT Express, in cooperation with 
Ano, ano, and with the support of the 
NCCC Corporate Responsibility Club, 
organized a charity event for kids from 
children’s homes. The proceeds (CZK 
25,000) were donated to the World 
Food Programme which supports 
children in Africa.

COCKTAILS & SALAD 
COOKING SHOW

27/06/2012

The theme for this cooking lesson at the 
Angelo Hotel Prague was special summer 
cocktails and salads. As usual, everyone 
had a lot of fun!

PRINSJESDAG 2012

18/09/2012 
Minorite Monastery of St. James, Prague

Mr. Petr Mareš, former Czech 
Ambassador to the Netherlands,  
will be the main speaker and the new 
Dutch Ambassador, H.E. Ed Hoeks,  
will introduce himself. And of course, 
the traditional rijsttafel will be served!

u p c o m i n g  E v E n t s
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Netherlands-Czech
                        Chamber

for Sustainable  
      Buildings

News from the Dutch Designs 
Focus On

    n April, The Netherlands Embassy 
and the Slovak Green Building Council 
organized a seminar on the topic: Dutch 
Designs for Sustainable Buildings. 

The aim was to create an event with 
the potential to kick start cooperation 
between Dutch and Slovak companies 
on sustainable building and energy 
efficiency, fields in which Dutch 
companies are world leaders.

The seminar started with the green building 
situation in Slovakia. The current quality of 
the Slovak housing stock is a threat (due to 
energy inefficiency) and needs extensive 
investment and organization to overcome 
the enormous volume of required repairs 
and maintenance, which has been increasing 
in recent years. 

What followed were plenty of  Dutch and 
Slovak “best practice” examples of how 
to make existing buildings more energy 
efficient and of current energy 

 trends in new building construction. 
The audience also received insights 
into the financial perspectives of green 
projects, for example, the costs to 
consider when reconstructing a building 
according to green standards or how 
maintenance costs change before and 
after reconstruction. 

Different speakers from the Netherlands 
and Slovakia covered several topics, 
including: “Renovation needs and 
challenges in Slovakia” and “Examples of 
green residential areas”. 

The Rotterdam architects Marta Pozo 
and Eva Gladek made a big impression 
with their presentations on innovative 
sustainable architecture solutions. Dutch 
entrepreneur Eric Berman presented an 
inspiring best practice commercial   

model that could also be implemented 
in Slovakia and which has already been 
applied in Latvia by Berman’s company 
Renesco. In June 2012, Renesco was 
awarded the European Energy Service 
Award, for being the best European 
Energy Service Provider.

A lively discussion followed and the 
embassy is considering a follow-up 
event this autumn.
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Stars Again  

New Season 

in Trenčín 

for AS Trenčín 

J

A

    une 23rd 2012 was once again for the 
fourth time a special day for children in 
need in Trenčín. AS Trenčín football club 
organized the sporting charity event “Stars 
for Children” – a tournament for football 
stars, hockey stars and TV celebrities. On 
Trenčín’s main city square people could 

enjoy an accompanying program for both 
children and adults. Later on, there was an 
evening program for VIP guests at Trenčín 
castle, which included a charity casino 
and the chance to win original signed 
tops of football and hockey stars. We are 
delighted to announce that the event 

raised more than 15,000 € for children in 
need. Over the last three years, the event 
has raised over 25,000 €. This amazing 
figure would not be possible without the 
support of more than 35 sponsors. The 
general partner of the event is Slovenske 
Elektrarne, a member of the ENEL group.

         S Trenčín football club has just 
kicked off the 2012/2013 season. 
The last season was very successful 
for our team. Newly promoted to 
the top flight of the Slovak League, 
we achieved fifth place and were 
widely considered to be the most 

attractive team of the league with five 
of the team being selected as Corgon 
League All Stars. We are confident 
that the new season will be just as 
successful as the last one. The team 
has added new players and we hope to 
give the fans as much joy and passion 

as the last season. AS Trenčín and 
its managers are looking forward to 
enjoying the football matches along 
with all the members of the Dutch 
chamber and our partners. Our 
special thanks go to AEGON, general 
partner of AS Trenčín football club.
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New Season 

Marianna Čarská – Valuable New Addition 

Havel, Holásek & Partners Dealt With  
Transactions Worth EUR 200 Millionin Trenčín 

at Havel, Holásek & Partners

 in 2011
D

M

           eal Watch has published the results 
of its analytical survey on mergers and 
acquisitions in Central and Eastern 
Europe for 2011. Based on the results, 
in comparison with 2010, there was an 
increase in the number of transactions of 
almost 12%. Havel, Holásek & Partners 
advised on the majority of mergers and 
acquisitions carried out in the CEE 
region in terms of the number and 
volume of transactions.
The firm advised on large Czech and 
Slovak deals worth up to 5 bil. CZK. It 

represented the German media group 
Axel Springer in its Central European 
merger with the Swiss group Ringier; 
the Italian investor Rhiag during its 
acquisition of the car component 
distributor Auto Kelly; and ČSOB with 
respect to the sale of a pension fund to 

the Slovak Poštová banka. Havel, Holásek 
& Partners also won a number of 
prestigious awards. For the fourth time in 
a row, the firm was named by Thomson 
Reuters as the best law firm advising on 
mergers and acquisitions in the Czech 
Republic and Eastern Europe. 

            arianna Čarská is the new 
addition to the Slovak team at the 
Bratislava office of Havel, Holásek 
& Partners. Prior to joining Havel, 
Holásek & Partners, she worked for 
8 years at an international consulting 
firm where she managed the legal 
department and provided legal advice 
to foreign clients looking to enter 
the Slovak market. She specialises in 
advising on personal data protection 
and tackling money laundering. 

In her new position, she will be 
focussing on legal advice regarding 
corporate law and activities related to 
the establishment and governance of 
companies, as well as the acquisition, 
sale and liquidation of companies. 
She will also focus on labour law and 
related areas, such as social security and 
employment of foreigners. Marianna 
Čarská graduated from the Comenius 
University Law Faculty in Bratislava. 
She is fluent in English and is a member 
of the Slovak Bar Association.
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Marianna Čarská 

(2011)

Největší právnická firma  
v České republice

Klienty nejlépe hodnocená
právnická firma

v České republice

1. místo v počtu realizovaných
fúzí a akvizic v České republice  

a východní Evropě

1. místo mezi domácími
právnickými firmami

(2011)

Právnická firma roku
v České republice

(2011)

AMENDMENT  
TO ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS ACT 
 
 | 2 |
INTERNET SERVICE  
PROVIDERS ARE NOT OBLIGATED  
TO BLOCK UNLAWFUL FILE SHARING
 | 5 |

TRADEMARK LIMITATION 
IN CONSEQUENCE OF ACQUIESCENCE 
IN THE CASE-LAW OF THE COURT 
OF JUSTICE
   | 7 |
  
ROYALTIES FOR THE USE  
OF COMPANY CAR RADIOS 
 | 9 |

FALSE INDUSTRIAL  
PROPERTY RIGHTS REGISTRARS 
 | 11 |

NEWS 
 | 12 |

CONTACTS

CONTENTS

M AY 2 0 1 2

in intel lectual property law and information technology

IP&IT bULLETIN

PRAHA | BRNO | OSTRAVA | BRATISLAVA

Czech-Slovak Law Firm with  
International Approach

Dear clients and business partners,

I am pleased to present to you with some more reading 
about the novelties in the field of IP&IT law.

In the first article, Tomáš Valouch introduces the 
amendment to the Act on Electronic Communications. 
In addition to introducing some technical legislative 
changes, the amendment transposes the revised Eu-
ropean regulatory framework on electronic communi-

cations networks and services into Czech law and contains a number of nov-
elties that affect, among others, telecommunications operators. In the following 
article, Radek Riedl deals with the Judgement of the European Court of Justice in 
the case Scarlet Extended SA v. SABAM, setting forth the view of the court with 
respect to ensuring a fair balance between the prohibition to impose a general 
obligation on the providers to act as supervisors, the protection of intellectual 
property rights, the freedom to conduct business, the right to the protection of 
personal data and the freedom to receive and impart information. 

In her article, Jana Buršíková deals with the decision of the Court of Justice of 
the European Union in the case Budějovický Budvar, národní podnik v. Anheuser 
-Busch Inc. concerning the interpretation of certain provisions of the so-called 
First Trademark Directive and, in particular, with the acquiescence of the propri-
etor of an earlier trademark´s right to prevent the use of an identical later trade-
mark after the lapse of a certain time period after its registration. The following 
pages are dedicated to the article by Zuzana Šimonovská on the latest develop-
ments in the field of royalties for the use of company car radios. Finally, we offer 
information concerning the recent decision of the Czech Supreme Court on the 
trademark use on the basis of license agreement and the activities of false indus-
trial property rights registrars. 

I wish you a pleasant reading of our legal news and hope that they might be inter-
esting and beneficial for your business.

Robert Nešpůrek,
Partner

The largest law firm
in the Czech Republic

Ranked by clients
as the best law firm

in the Czech Republic

No. 1 legal advisor according 
to the number of M&A

deals in the Czech Republic
and Eastern Europe

No. 1 among Czech
law firms

(2011)

(2011)

Czech law firm  
of the year

(2011)
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Mazars Organized the 2nd Annual

SOCIA Celebrates 

  Mazars Volley Cup for Clients

10 Years of Existence!

A

T

          fter the extraordinary success of last 
year's tournament, Mazars again organized 
a beach volleyball tournament. The 
tournament took place on 14 July 2012 
and 16 teams (couples) took part. Despite 
the high quality of participants, the 
atmosphere during matches was relaxed 
and sporting. Snacks and refreshments 
were on offer for participants and 
spectators. Tournament participants took 
away a lot of sporting memories and the 
most talented teams received prizes. The 
winner of the tournament was Orange 1 
after an exciting final battle with EIF. Third 
place went to Na poslednú chvíľu.

        en years ago, the founders of SOCIA – 
Foundation for Social Reforms had clear 
goals: to contribute to the development 
of NGOs, improve the lives of the 
disadvantaged and to sensitize the general 
public as regards the less fortunate. 
They started with just their enthusiasm 
and determination, but without any 
financial backing. In the space of 10 years, 
Helena Woleková and Vlado Matej have 
managed to raise € 7,830,000 (more than 
235 million Sk) and have achieved far 
more than they initially hoped to.

This year SOCIA celebrates its 10th 
anniversary. After lengthy deliberations, 
the current SOCIA staff decided to 
celebrate in accordance with their 
philosophy - a pleasant meeting with 

 friends at home. On June 19th, SOCIA 
opened its doors and welcomed guests 
at its head office on Legionárska street in 
Bratislava.

SOCIA would like to thank all the 
volunteers, individual and corporate 
donors, its supporters and partners 
from public, private and civil society, 
and employees of the administrative 
authorities for their cooperation, 
partnership and support.



Mazars Organized the 2nd Annual

SOCIA Celebrates 
10 Years of Existence!

cargo-partner’s New Warehouses  
in Dunajska Streda and Fischamend 

– a Launch With Great Potential

T        he first building phase in Dunajska 
Streda has already been finished. Since 
the beginning of the year Sea Cargo 
containers arriving from Hamburg, 
Bremerhaven, Koper and Rijeka can be 
accepted at the new 7,300 m2 storage 
area of a total planned 30,000 m2. 

At Fischamend the current logistics 
facilities have been upgraded with 
a 2,500 m2 cross-docking hall with 
22 loading docks and a high rack 
warehouse with additional space for 
about 7,000 pallets. The main focus 
of the warehouses is regional business 
support and the cross-docking terminal 
focuses on international business to 

further improve connections between 
Eastern and Western Europe.

With the expansion at Fischamend 
and the development at Dunajska 
Streda, cargo-partner’s warehouse 
capacity in Central and Eastern 
Europe is now in excess of 100,000 
pallet storing positions. In the words 
of Stefan Krauter, CEO: “With this 
new development cargo-partner has 
emphasized its position as a dynamic 
growing medium-sized company. 
We have increased our services 
for consolidated cargo and system 
transport within Europe.”

Randstad Has Moved 
to New Premises

W             e are delighted to announce that 
Randstad in Bratislava has moved to new 
premises. We are now located in a modern 
office which provides better possibilities 
for customer service. Please feel free to call 
and visit us at our new office.  
We are looking forward to seeing you!

Our new address is:
Apollo Business Center – Blok A, 
Prievozská 2/A, 821 09 Bratislava
Phone number: +421 2 5263 2514. 
Opening hours: 8:30 – 17:00

Member News
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2nd
        NETHERLANDS CHAMBER OPEN 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

May 25, 2012

After the successful 1st Golf Tournament,  
the Netherlands Chamber of Commerce in the 
Slovak Republic invited members and guests 
to the 2nd Netherlands Chamber of Commerce 
Golf Tournament.

The tournament took place on Friday,  
May 25, 2012 at Golf Club Hainburg, Austria.
10 flights took part in the 18 Hole Stableford 
Competition. 

Congratulations to all the winners!
We were very pleased that the 2nd golf 
tournament attracted many members and 
guests from international companies and we 
are already looking forward to next year’s golf 
tournament.

Events
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Sheraton Bratislava Hotel Team

TMF Services Slovakia Team

We would like to thank our generous sponsors:
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Business Lease Team Barbecue after the tournament
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S EMINAR ON PAYROLL  
AND LABOUR LEGISLATION

June 6, 2012 

The Netherlands Chamber of Commerce in 
the Slovak Republic had the pleasure of inviting 
guests to the 4th Breakfast Seminar on HR & 
Finance on Thursday June 7 at the Carlton Hotel 
in Bratislava. 

The topics at the Breakfast Seminar were:

1.  hr & finance. Topics: The cost of payroll 
administration and outsourcing versus 
insourcing were presented by Gerard Koolen 
from Lugera & Makler. 

2.  financial payroll administration.  
Key Issues & Up-dates was presented by  
Bart Waterloos from VGD-AVOS

 3. labour legislation. Key issues regarding 
salaries, hiring and firing was presented by 
Zuzana Sláviková and Erika Galgóciová from 
Wolf Theiss. 

Events
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Zuzana Sláviková and Erika Galgóciová
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This breakfast seminar was the 4th of its kind organized 
by the Netherlands Chamber of Commerce in Slovakia 
and was supported by Lugera. VGD AVOS and WOLF 
THEISS were its generous sponsors. The HR & Finance 
breakfast seminars provided valuable information and 
tools for all HR Professionals and the Netherlands 
Chamber will continue with the 5th seminar on 
September 27, 2012 and the 6th on November 22, 2012.

We would like to thank our generous sponsors:

Gerard Koolen



W     ISHING YOU A SUNNY SUMMER  
    – BUSINESS COCKTAIL  

June 21, 2012

The last event before the summer holiday, 
the traditional “Welcome Summer Business 
Cocktail”, took place on June 21, 2012 on the 
summer terrace of Mazars. This event was 
organised in cooperation with the French-
Slovak Chamber of Commerce, Spanish-Slovak 
Chamber of Commerce and our member 
company, Mazars. 

It was a great pleasure to welcome to the event 
the ambassadors and representatives of the 
Dutch, Spanish and French embassies.  

The Crowne Plaza Hotel prepared a special 
menu for our members and guests. 

The company, Jan Becher Slovensko, promoted 
their special summer drinks. 

Events

24

Ph
oto

: 

We would like to thank our generous sponsors:

Martijn Mulder (Sheraton Bratislava Hotel)  
and Bart Waterloos (VGD – AVOS)
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.E. Mrs. Daphne Bergsma and Richard Kellner 
 (Pinnacle Consulting & Investments)

Martijn Mulder (Sheraton Bratislava Hotel)  
and Bart Waterloos (VGD – AVOS)

Romana Ďaďanova (DVSK), Dino Ajanović ( 
TNT Express Worldwide) and Tomáš Michálek (AspenStaff)Porte Pardo Band
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to take care of your accounting and 
corporate secretarial matters in the 
best and most effi cient way.

Working out of 86 offi ces in 65 countries, TMF Group is the world’s 

leading independent provider of accounting and corporate secretarial 

services. Our people go the extra mile and combine enthusiasm with 

responsibility and accountability. It is this unique combination of a 

powerful, competitive network and strong corporate culture that sets 

TMF Group apart and enables us to provide our clients with the best 

possible value. 

you can rely on us

www.tmf-group.com
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Economic Update
for June - August 2012

     lovakia’s GDP growth slowed only slightly 
in 2Q12, continuing to perform better than 
regional peers. According to the flash estimate 
by the Slovak Statistical Office, 2Q12 GDP 
growth came in at 2.7% YoY after 3.0% in 1Q12. 
Despite its status of a small open economy, 
Slovakia has so far remained seemingly 
untouched by the Eurozone economic decline 
and slowing economic growth in Germany. 
On a seasonally adjusted basis, Slovak GDP 
growth remained stable at 0.7% QoQ in 2Q12 
(after 0.7% in 1Q12, 0.8% in 4Q11 and 0.7% 
in 3Q11), what is in contrast with Czech and 
Hungarian economies slightly contracting in 
the last two-three quarters. 

The Statistical Office will release the final 2Q12 
GDP figure and its structure on 6 September, 
but monthly statistics indicate the Slovakia’s 
recent outperformance was fuelled mainly 
by a surging car production in 1H12. 
Previous-years’ FDI projects had created 
additional production capacity in car sector, 
which was put to work mainly in 1H12. Car 
production increased by 22.4% QoQ in 2Q12 
after 25.9% QoQ (just to prevent confusion, 
we note that those figures were not annualised) 
and overshadowed the weakening performance 
in remaining industrial sectors (headline 
industrial production increased by 3.7% QoQ 
in 2Q12, although ex-auto manufacturing 
declined by -3.0% QoQ). Looking ahead, the 
positive is that anecdotal evidence from the 
press as well as details from the EC’s ESI 
Survey suggests that car sector existing 
orders should assure production for (at 
least) the remainder of this year. However, 
further increases of car production in 
coming months seem to be less likely with 
signs that the car sector has approached 
its production limits. Details from the EC’s 
ESI Survey suggest that capacity utilisation 
in the Slovak car sector recently reached the 
highest level since 2001 and, simultaneously, 
expectations of production increases in the car 
sector ceased in July. Hence the weak external 
demand should drag down Slovakia’s growth 
more significantly in 2H12. 

Domestic demand is unlikely to change it. After 
weak retail sales, June construction only 
brought another confirmation of subdued 

domestic demand. Construction declined 
-12.1% YoY in June after -7.9% YoY. We do not 
see prospects for an improvement in domestic 
demand this year as we believe cars-driven 
growth is too narrow-based to create many jobs. 
In fact, 2Q12 employment remained flat on 
1Q12 on a seasonally adjusted basis, so the 
unemployment rate should remain at elevated 
levels at around 13-14%. 

MinFin revised its 2012 budget revenue 
forecast lower by 0.3% of GDP. The main 
reason is poorer-than-expected collection of the 
VAT and excise taxes (with a negative impact 
worth 0.4% of GDP). Although the MinFin 
revised its 2012 GDP forecast up to 2.5% YoY in 
June from February’s 1.1% YoY, this is expected 
to add to budget revenues only 0.1% of GDP as 
export-driven growth tends to be relatively tax-
poor. PM Fico suggested that an even larger 
consolidation effort (EUR500m or 0.7% of 
GDP) is needed this year to meet the 2012 
fiscal target of 4.6% of GDP. To cover this, the 
government proposed expenditure cuts and 
an earlier-than-planned reduction of payments 
into the second pension pillar (from 9 percent 
to 4 percent).

As for 2013, the government has published 
its preliminary austerity package, creating a 
buffer. The package includes 22 measures and 
is worth EUR2.3bn (3.1% of GDP). As this is 
more than the EUR1.5-1.7bn needed to bring 
the fiscal deficit to <3% of GDP in 2013, from 
the 4.6% planned for 2012, the package would 
offer a EUR600m (0.8% of GDP) buffer for 
the government. We are inclined to believe 
that the government will rather use a part of 
the buffer for its pro-growth agenda rather 
than to soften the package. Nevertheless, from 
a consolidation point of view, the package 
confirms the government commitment to 
the <3.0% of GDP target for 2013 and we 
see a good chance of meeting it. The major 
part of the package (slightly above EUR1bn) 
should come from higher taxes (mostly direct 
and sector-specific taxes), while EUR600m 
of savings should be delivered on the 
expenditure side, through reducing the wage 
bill. Furthermore, a reduction of payments 
into the second pension pillar (private 
capitalization) from 9 percent to 4 percent 
would bring c.EUR500m to the budget. Of 
course this implies higher pension costs in the 
future. Hence, the package seems to be less 
supportive for medium-long term growth 
and should be complemented by further 
structural reforms. 

S&P affirmed Slovakia’s rating at A with 
a stable outlook, seeing the government 
as committed to bringing the fiscal deficit 
below 3% of GDP in 2013. We agree that 
the proposed austerity package will likely be 
enough to reduce the fiscal deficit below 3% of 
GDP next year (the 2012 fiscal deficit target is 
set at 4.6% of GDP). The rating agency added 
that the stable outlook reflects Slovakia’s stable 
banking sector and low external debt too.
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passion for excellence
transport + logistics

cargo-partner SR, s.r.o.
Kopčianska 92

852 03 Bratislava
Tel.: +421 2 68242-300, Fax: +421 2 68242-222

E-mail: skbts@cargo-partner.com
www.cargo-partner.com

For almost 20 years, the international forwarding company cargo-partner 
has been offering tailored solutions for your needs in the area of air, sea 
and road transport. We also provide complex logistic services from the 
optimisation of warehouse capacities up to logistics outsourcing. Since 
2006 we have been operating our own modern logistic centre  
in Bratislava with the capacity of 14,000 pallets.

Store your goods in a modern logistic centre and make profit from the unique location – as the only company  
in Slovakia we offer savings of costs and time also thanks to the position directly by the container terminal  
with the railway connection to the ports in Hamburg, Bremerhaven, Koper and Rijeka.

Best connection - Best location

► new logistics centre next to the Metrans container terminal 
      in Dunajska Streda
► only 46 km southeast from Bratislava
     on area of 60,000 sqm
     the stage 1 with the warehouse area of 7,000 sqm is 
     granted the occupancy permit; stages 2 and 3 are under 
     preparation.

►

►
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